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Russell Sage Foundation, New Y ork City

Division of Education

Leonard P. Ayres, Director

The data of this scale are computed from an aggregate of 1,400,000 spellings
by 70,000 children in 84 cities throughout the country. The words are 1,000 in
number and the list isthe product of combining different studies with the object
of identifying the 1,000 commonest words in English writing.

Copies of this scale may be obtained for five cents apiece.

Copies of the monograph describing the investigations which produced it

may be obtained for 30 cents each. Address the Russell Sage Foundation.
Division of Education, 130 East 22d Street, New Y ork City.

Ayres' Instructions for using A Measuring Scale for Ability in Spelling

All the words in each column (group) are of approximately equal spelling difficulty.
The stepsin spelling difficulty from each column to the next are approximately equal steps.

The numbers at the top indicate about what per cent of correct spellings may be expected

among the children of the different grades. For example, if 20 words from column H are

given asaspelling test, it may be expected that the average score for an entire second grade

spelling them will be about 79 per cent. For athird grade it should be about 92 per cent, for

afourth grade about 98 per cent, and for afifth grade about 100 per cent. The limits of the

groups are as follows: 50 means from 46 through 54 per cent; 58 means from 55 through 62 per cent;

66 means from 63 through 69 per cent; 73 means from 70 through 76 per cent;

79 means from 77 through 81 per cent; 84 means from 82 through 86 per cent; 88 means from 87 trough 90 per cent;
92 means from 91 through 93 per cent; 94 means 94 and 95 per cent; 96 means 96 and 97 per cent;

while 98, 99 and 100 per cent are separate groups. By means of these groupings a child’s spelling

ability may be located in terms of grades. Thusif achild were given a 20 word spelling test from

the words of column 0 and spelled 15 words, or 75 per cent of them, correctly it would be:

proper to say that he showed fourth grade spelling ability. |f he spelled correctly 17 words, or 85 per cent,
he would show fifth grade ability, and so on.

Notes from Internet Publisher: Donald L. Potter, July 21, 2004:

Ayres book, A Measuring Scale for Ability in Spelling is available for FREE on my web site: donpotter.net.
Originally the Chart was available in the back of the book or as a separate item. The words on the chart were
originally printed in the same columns as the statistics. For convenience, | printed the words in rows below
the Chart in order tofit the entire chart on asingle sheet of legal size paper.

Many thanks to Geraldine Rodgers who sent me a photocopy of Ayres' book and chart.

The advertisement was included for historical interest. Of courseit isimpossible to purchase

the book from the Russell Sage Foundation. Users of the Chart will want to read

Ms. Rodgers’ Introduction to Ayres book and her paper urging a comparative

study of studentsin Ayres day with students today, both of which are available on the

Education age of the donpotter.net web site. Gerry has several books available fromAuthorHouse.com.

Thereis apaperback edition of Ayers' book available from Mott Media, Milford Michigan. My edition made absolutely no use of that volume.



