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Lesson 14

Imperfect Indicative Active

avTOG YAp Eylvookev Tl NV v TQ AvOpwnw
For he himself was knowing what was in man. John 2:25

96. Imperfect Tense. Review what was said about tense in Lesson 1. Tense has a time element in the
indicative mood (not subjunctive, imperative, etc.). Since the imperfect occurs only in the indicative, it
always indicates the time of the action, which is past. However the main emphasis is still the kind of
action. The imperfect represents the action as linear or continuous in the past. The imperfect, then, is the
progressive past tense. It should usually be translated “was,” “were,” leaving the simple English past to
translate the aorist. Used to will often give the sense in English. This continuous action may be
customary, iterative (repeated at intervals), conative (attempted), or inceptive (beginning), etc.,
according to the context.

97. Formation of the Imperfect.

Stem. The imperfect is made from the stem of the first principal part of the Greek verb — the
present tense. Thus the imperfect €rvov (I was loosing) is made from the stem of Ao.

The endings. The imperfect endings are the secondary endings, which in the active are

Singular Plural
1. -v -pev
2. ¢ -T€
3. - -v/oav

These are added to the stem by the o/e connecting vowel in @ verbs. The variable (connecting)
vowel is o before an ending beginning with p or v and € before any other ending, including no ending at
all as in €éAve.

Augment. In addition, the verb stem receives in the imperfect an extra syllable called an
augment. This augment is thought to be an old temporal adverb “then.” Where the stem begins with a
consonant, the augment is € — and is added directly. This is called syllabic augment. Where the stem
begins with a vowel, the augment contracts with the initial vowel, and this is called temporal augment.

98. Imperfect Indicative Active of AVw, I Loose.

Singular Plural
1. €wov [ was loosing é\Vouev  We were loosing
2. éheg  You were loosing €\vete  You were loosing
3. élve  He, she, it was loosing Elvov They were loosing

The first person singular and third plural forms are alike, but the context will make clear which forms
is being used.
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99. Temporal augment. Verbs beginning with a vowel take temporal augments. Notice the general
rules of augment in the following chart.

e plus a >
eplus & > m (Except €xw, where it is elxov)
L, 0, v lengthen >, w, v

Diphthongs combine first vowel and 1 remains as subscript:

at>T1); €1> 1) (or may remain &t); ot > @ (a few remain ot); gv > either €v or nv.

Examples:
Present Tense Imperfect Tense
ayo, Ilead nyov, I was leading
olpo,  Itake up npov, I was taken up
akov® Ihear nkovov, I was hearing
évelpow, 1rise (raise) up Nyewpov, I was raising up
gvplokw, I find eUplokov (MUplokov), I was finding
But notice &y, I have elyov, 1 was having
0éhm, I wish noeiov (old stem €0el-), I was wishing
wélw, Iam about nuellov (old stem epeAd-) I was about

100. Augment of Compound Verbs. When the verb is a compound with a preposition, the augment is
placed before the stem of the verb and not before the preposition. Prepositions ending in a vowel (except

np0 and mepi) drop them before vowels.

noparapupavo, I take (receive) naperappavov, I was receiving
kateoOim, I eat katrjohov, I was consuming

101. Imperfect of Compound Verbs. The following are the forms of the three most frequent
pi-Verbs. Forms in brackets are not found in the NT.

ddmu:  [€ddovv], [€didovg], €didov, [Edidouev], [Edidote], €didooav (or —ovVv).
lomuu  lotaunv, [lotaco], (otato, iotdueda, (otacbe,  iotavro.
O [etOnv], [€tBec], ¢&tibe, [étiOepev], [étlBete], Etibeoav.

Notice the augment on the present stem, which has its present reduplication, e.g., d150-. Notice also
the imperfect endings are added directly without a connection vowel. There is contraction in the
singular.
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102. Vocabulary.

aunv, (adverb) truly, verily, amen, certainly, assuredly  «ol. . . kKai both. .. and
ATEY®, 1 keep off, TAALY, (adverb) again

in middle, have in full (in receipts) napayw, 1passby
auapTmAOG, Ov, sinful &-, sinner ovveoOiw, Ieat with
exPalvo, 1 go, (come) out TEAWVLOV, 0V, T0, place of toll
latpog, ov, 6, physician xpeta, ag, ywith verb &xw
loyVPOc, &, OV strong to have need, need.
kateobiw, I consume, eat

103. Exercises.

I. Text A.

Kal Incovg mependtel mkAv mapa v Bkhaccay. kat 6 Oxrog £&€Patve mpog Incovv kal d(dacke
tov Aaov. Kat mapnye kot pAene Agviv TOV 100 AApaiov €ml TO TEAWVIOV" Aéyel 6& aUT. Kol
1KoAoVBEL aVTQ. 0VTOG kKotriobie €v M) olkia” ol 6& Tekwvar kal ol ApoptoAol cuvriehiov T Incov:
avtol yop fjkorovBovv aVTQ. Kal ot Dapisatot EBAemov 6Tt Incovg éobiel peta TV ApapTOA@V Kol
TEAMOVQV Kol EAEYOV TOLG LobNTALG OTL HETA TV TEAMVAWYV KoL XROPTOAQY €60iEL. O ¢ Aéyel oV ypeiav
oL loyvpol &yovot LoTpov.
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II. Text B.

. Eyete, elyete, anéyete, ansixete €6bio, oo, karrcdiov.

. &yeL, T)ye, eplokovst, nUpLoKkov, uérket Améxechal, fjueihe anéyecor.

. 0 OYAOG €lye ypelav LoToV.

. mahw ot Papisatot opr)yov kat EBAemov 61t ITncovg cuvesbietl oLV TEAWVOIC.

. oL apaptmAol Kat ovk ol oyvpol cuvriehov GLV XPICTEQ.

. QUTV, AUV Aéyo DUV ATtéxovTat TOV tichov autv.

. 0 Inoovg €8(800Ke Kol TOUE TEAMOVAS KOl TOUG APOPTUOAOVE (IOTE OUTOVG IETOVOELV.

. 0 XP1OTOG AP YE Kol EKAAEL TOV TEAWVNV AKOAOVOELY OVTE.

II1. Translate.

. You (plural) hear, you are heard, you were hearing.

. The crowd was about to find salvation.

. They were passing by and they were hearing the word.
. Were we needing the physician?

. The crowd was eating with Jesus and the apostles. Corrected 3/3/06



