




























































































































































































































































































































Note from Internet Publisher: Donald L. Potter 

January 23, 2021 

I have been using Dr. Samuel L. Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics System continuously since 1994. I have used 
it to teach reading to elementary bilingual students, young beginning English readers, and remedial reading 
students of all ages.  

During the 1999-2000 school year, I taught it to a group of second grade bilingual students at the Murry 
Fly Elementary School in Odessa, TX. This was the first year that I implemented Dr. Blumenfeld’s whole 
program (phonics plus cursive) for “total linguistic function.” I followed the handwriting lessons in his 
book How to Tutor, which are correlated with the phonics lessons. Before that I had worked in a bilingual 
pullout program where I only saw the children a few hours each week so I felt that there was no time to 
introduce the cursive. For the Murry Fly Students, I implemented the complete program including the 
cursive handwriting, spelling, and creative writing. Detailed Alpha Phonics Lesson Plans for that year of 
instruction are available on my website: www.donpotter.net. The English reading test scores that year were 
excellent. Providentially, I was able to test the children with the Miller Word Identification Assessment: 
Level 2 for artificially induced whole-word dyslexia three years later, when they were in fifth grade. The 
students were free of any signs of dyslexia and were reading significantly above grade level in English. 
They not only read well, but their fluent cursive handwriting enabled them to lay down a lot of words on 
the page with good spelling when they were taking class notes, writing essays, and doing creative writing 
assignments.  

I have demonstrated conclusively that Dr. Blumenfeld’s program can be implemented with individual 
tutoring, small group instruction, and whole class instruction.  

Several teachers I trained when I was an ESL Trainer for the Ector County School District told me years 
later that they were still using Alpha-Phonics with their Spanish speaking bilingual students.  

The 2009-2010 year at the Odessa Christian School in Odessa, TX, I used Alpha-Phonics in conjunction 
with Motor Movement Cursive Handwriting with all my tutoring students. I call the method, The Cursive 
Road to Reading and Spelling: The Cursive Cure for ADHD. It has proven tremendously effective for 
teaching reading, writing, spelling, and interestingly in helping students develop focus and self-control. 
This is essentially a spelling approach to teaching reading.  

I resigned from the Odessa Christian School in 2019. I currently tutor in-person at 2020 E. 8
th St., Odessa, 

TX, and Online with Skype. I tutor handwriting (cursive and manuscript), remedial reading (dyslexia), 
spelling, and English grammar.  

Donald L. Potter, Odessa, TX.  

www.donpotter.net  

Below is the link to my Samuel L. Blumenfeld Reading Clinic webpage, where you will find much more 
information concerning the late Dr. Blumenfeld’s approach to teaching reading, handwriting, and spelling.  

http://donpotter.net/reading_clinic.html	 



 




