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Mr. Raymond Laurita sent me this test about a decade ago.  

Mr. Laurita was known as The Spelling Doctor because of his expertise in the field of reading and 
spelling instruction. He published a very informative and interesting newsletter on issues relating to 
spelling from the perspective of Orthographic Structuralism and Information Processing, as 
presented in his magnum opus, Orthographic Structuralism: The New Spelling. I am planning to publish a 
scanned version of this work in the near future. Much of his work was inspired by Donald Hebb’s 
The Organization of Behavior.  

Over the years, I have been privileged to publish a number of his essays on spelling and reading 
instruction. These essays are still available on my website and are highly recommended.  

1. “A Critical Examination of the Psychology of the Whole Word Method” 
2. “Basic Sight Vocabulary: A Help Or A Hindrance?”  
3. “Frustration and Reading Problems” 
4. “Spelling as a Categorical Act” 
5. “A Plea to Restore Reading as a Spoken Activity”  
6. “Vertical Word Processing: A New Approach For Teaching Written Language to The Learning  
    Disabled Adolescent.” Phillip W. Trembley. MA.  
7. “Reversals: A Response to Frustration?”   
8. “Understanding the Significance of the Individual Letters of the Alphabet in the Development of  
      Full Literacy.”            
9. “Rehearsal: A Technique for Improving Reading Comprehension.” (Teaching Teenagers)  
10. “Errors Children Make.” This 1967 article is the essence of wide experience and sound judgment.  
12. “Spelling Problems Resulting from the Deletion of the Second Consonant in Root Forms.” 
13. “Cessation of Spelling Newsletter.” On June 21, 2006, Mr. Laurita ceased publication of his  
       popular Spelling Newsletter.  
15. “The Spelling Doctor's Credo” 
16. The New Spelling: Orthographic Structuralism. This is Ray's Magnum Opus. I am scanning the book. 
It will be published one chapter at a time until the work is complete.  
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