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Group 1: ÄøÅÃÇæÉæ  (5 words) 

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 1. Äæ ÄæÄæ A 

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 2. ÄøÅÃ øÅÃÄæ B öøÅÃ õËÄøÅÃ ÄøÅÃ 

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 3. Çæ ÇæÄøÅÃ  C úæÄøÅÃ ÄøÅÃÇæ 

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 4. Éæ ÉæÄøÅÃ ÉæÄæÉæ øÅÃÄæÉæ ÇæÄæÉæ D DÄæÇæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉæ 
Group 2: ¬ÑøÖæÜŸ  (20 words) 

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 5. ¬Ñæ ¬Ñ¬Ñæ øÅŒÑæ øÅŒÑ¬Ñæ øÅŒÑæÉæ Ç¬ÑæÉ¬Ñæ É¬Ñ¬ÑæÉæ ÄæÇ¬Ñæ ¬ÑøÅÕÅÃ  E ùæÉæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬Ñæ  

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 6. øÖæ øÖ¬ÑæÉæ øÖ¬Ñ¬ÑæÉæ øÖæÄæÉ¬Ñæ É¬ÑæÄøÖæ øÅŒÑ¬ÑøÖæ øÖæÄæÇ¬Ñæ F FÄøÅÃ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæ 

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 7. ÜŸ øÅÃÄæÜŸ øÅÃÄæÜŸÜ‡ÑæÉæ ÜŸÄøÅÃ ÄæÜ‡Ñæ ÇæÄæÜ‡ÑæÉæ ÜŸÄøÖøÖæ ¬ÑæÜŸÜŸ G ûËÄøÖøÖæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜŸ 
Group 3: øáƒàƒâ€äæ  (22 words) 

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 8. øáæ øáæÄæÉæ øá¬ÑæÄæÉæ øá¬Ñ¬ÑæÉæ øá¬ÑæÉæÜ‡Ñæ H üÍÑøÅÕÅÃ ÄøÅÃÇ¬ÑæÉøÖæÜ€áæ 

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 9. i øÅœàæÜŸ øáƒàæÉæ øáƒàæÉ¬Ñæ ƒàøÖæ øÖƒàøÅÃ ƒàæÇ¬Ñæ ÉƒàæÇ¬Ñæ Çøáƒà¬ÑøÖæ øÖƒàøÖ¬Ñæ I ˜æÉæÄæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàæ  

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 10. ÔâŸ ÔâŸÄæÜŸ Ôâ¸àæÜŸ ÔâŸÄøÅÃ ÔâŸÄæÉ¬Ñæ J †ŸÄæÉ¬Ñæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâŸ 

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 11. øäæ øäƒàæÉæ øÅÃÄæÇøäæ øäƒàæÇøäæ É¬ÑæÇøäæ øäøáæÄøäƒàæ K £ƒàæÉæÉæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äæ 
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Group 4: øãÀåÀçæéÙèÌ  (63 words) 

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 12. øãæ øãæÄæÉæ øã¬ÑæÉæ øãƒàæÉæ øÅÕãæÄæÇøäæ øÅŒÑøãøãæ øÖøã¬ÑæÉæ øÅÃÄøãøãæ ƒàøãøãæ øÅœàøãøãæ Ü€ãæÄæÉæ øãæÄøä¬Ñæ 

         øãæÄæÇ¬Ñæ øãƒàøãæÄæÇæ øáæÄƒàøãæ ¬ÑæÄæÜ€ã¬Ñæ L §¬Ñ¬Ñæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãæ 

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 13. Àåæ ÀåæÄæÉæ ÀåæÄæÉ¬Ñæ øáæÄÀåæ øãæÄÀåøÅÃ øÅÕãæÄÀå¬Ñæ M ßæÄæÇæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåæ  

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 14. Àçæ ÀçæÄÀå¬Ñæ øáæÄÀçæÉæ øÖæÄÀçæ øÖƒàÀç¬Ñæ øäÀç¬Ñ¬Ñæ Ü€ã¬ÑæÄÀçæ ÀåƒàÀç¬Ñæ N ™æÄÀçæ  
         ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæ  

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 15. é„ éÁçæ ÀåæéÁåæ é‰Öæ é‰ÖøÖæ é‰äæ é‰áæ Çæé„Äøãæ ÜŸé„ÄæÉæ ÜŸé„Äøãæ é‰ãæÉæ øáæé‰ã¬Ñæ Çæé‰ÅÃ ÔâŸé‰ÅÃ  
  

    ÔâŸé‰ä¬Ñæ é„ÉæÉæ éÙàøãæ øÖæéÙàøãæ øáæéÂÑæ øÅÃé„é‰äæ é„Ç¬ÑæÄÀçæ øãæé„ÜŸ øãæé„ÇæÄøãæ O OÉ¬ÑÀçæ  
    ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæé„ 

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 16. ÔèÌ ÔèÌÄÀçæ ÔèÓÑÀçæ ÔèƒàæÜŸ ÔèÌéÁçæÉæ øãæÄÀåƒèÌ øáæÄƒèƒèÓÑÀçæ øãƒàƒèÌ Ôèƒàøãøãæ ÔèøáæéÁç¬Ñæ øáæéÙèÓÑæ  
 

    ÀåæÄƒèƒèÓÑæÉæ ÔèøãæÄÀç¬Ñæ éÙèÓÑÀç¬ÑæÉæ ÔèÌÄøãæ P PÄÀåæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌ  
Group 5: êƒëˆíæ  (28 words) 

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 17. êæ ÆÍÑ¬Ñæ §¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 21 (ƒîæ)    ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêæ 
§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 18. ƒëæ ƒëæÄÀçæ øÅœëæÄÀçæÉæ Ü¸ëæÄÀçæÉæ øÖƒëƒà¬ÑÀçæÉæ ÇæÄæƒëæ ƒëæÄæÜŸ ƒë¬ÑæÉæ øÖæéÙëæ øÖƒëæéÁåæ  
    øáæÄƒëæÉæ ¬ÑƒëƒëæéÙëæ ƒëæé„Äƒëæ øÖƒàƒë¬Ñæ øÖƒàƒëæ øÖƒàƒëÀåæ ƒëæé‰ÅŒÑæ ÜŸÄƒëæÄæÜ‡Ñæ ÀåæéÙë¬Ñæ R ¨æéÁçæÄøãæÉæ   
    ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒëæ §¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ  
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19. ˆíæ ˆíæÄæÉæ ˆíæÄæÉÀç¬Ñˆíˆíæ ÀåæÄˆíˆíæ øáæéÛí¬Ñæ Ü€ãæÄˆíˆíæ øãæÄøÅÒíæ øÖøãæÄæÜÚíæ ˆíæÇƒà¬ÑÀçæÇ¬Ñæ 
    é„ÇæÇæÄˆíƒàæéÁçæ ˆíøáƒàƒèÌ Ôèƒîˆíøáæ S ÆËÄÀåæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒëˆíæ 
 

Group 6: ƒìƒîÀïÃ (44 words) 

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 20. ƒìæ ƒìæÄÀçæ ƒìæÄƒèÓÑæ ÔèÌÄˆíƒìæ ÔèÌéÙìƒì¬Ñƒëæ éÙìøá¬Ñƒëæ øÖƒàƒìæ øÅœëƒàæÜ€áƒìæ Ü‡Ñƒìæ Ü¸àæÄÀçƒìæ ƒìæÄˆíƒì¬ÑæÉæ 
 

    ƒìæÄƒìƒìøã¬Ñæ É¬ÑøÅœìæ Ü€áæéÛíƒìæ ÔèƒëæéÙâ‡ÑæÇƒìæéÙëæ ˆíƒìæÄƒìƒàæéÁçæ T ØÍÑæÉæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒëˆíƒìæ 
§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 21. ƒîæ ƒîƒèÌ øÅœîƒìæ ƒëƒîøÅÕÅŒÑƒëæ Ôèƒîƒìƒì¬Ñƒëæ ƒìƒîøÅŒÑæ øÅÕãƒî¬Ñæ éÙîƒìˆíƒàæÉ¬Ñæ ƒîˆí¬Ñæ øÅœîæÉæ ˆíƒîƒàƒìæ  
          Ôâ¸îæÉæÜ‡Ñæ Ü¸îæÄƒëæÉæ êƒîƒàæÇøäæ êƒîæÄæÇøäæ êƒîƒàƒìæ êƒîƒà¬Ñƒìæ ƒîÀçƒèøãƒîæÜŸÜ‡ÑæÉæ ÇæéÙîøãæÉæ ÇøãæéÙîæÉæ Ôèƒîƒìæ 
      øÖƒîƒëæ Àçƒîƒëˆí¬Ñæ Ôèƒîˆíøáæ U ±ÀçƒàæÇ¬Ñæ ´ƒî¬Ñ¬ÑÀçæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒëˆíƒìƒîæ  
§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 22. ÀïÃ ÀïÃÄƒìæ ÀïÃÄÀçæ øãæéÁïŒÑæ ÀïœàÀç¬Ñæ ÀïÃÄøãÀïŒÑæ ÀïÃéÙì¬Ñæ V VƒàæÇƒìæéÙëæ  
      ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒëˆíƒìƒîÀïÃ 

Group 7: ƒñÿóƒò‚ôŸ  (50 words) 

§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 23. ƒñÃ ƒñŒÑæ ƒñŒÑƒìæ ƒñœàÀçæ ƒñÃÄøãøäæ ƒñœëƒàƒì¬Ñæ ÇæéÙñÒíæ ˆíæÄƒñÃ ƒñÃÄˆíæ øãæÄƒñÿçæ ƒñÃé‰ä¬Ñæ  
 

     ƒñÃéÙëøäæ ˆíƒìƒë¬Ñƒñÿçæ ƒñÕáæÄƒìæ ˆíƒñœàÀçæÜ¸àÀçæÜŸ ƒñÕáæé‰ã¬Ñæ W WÄøãƒì¬Ñƒëæ 
     ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒëˆíƒìƒîÀïœñÃ 
§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 24. Àóæ ÄÀóæ ÄÀó¬Ñˆíæ ƒìæÄÀóæ ƒìæÄÀó¬Ñˆíæ ƒñÃÄÀóæ ƒñÃÄÀó¬Ñˆíæ øÅÃéÁóæ øÅÃéÁó¬Ñˆíæ øÖæéÁóæ øÖæéÁó¬Ñˆíæ 
  

      X ¥æÄÀïœà¬Ñƒëæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒîƒëˆíƒìƒîÀïœñÿóæ  
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§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 25. ƒòŸ ƒòŸÄƒñÿçæ ƒò‡Ñˆíæ øÅœòŸ øÅœîƒòŸ øÅœò€ãæÄƒñÒíæ ÇƒëƒòŸ øÅÃÄøÅœòŸ ÀçæÄÀïœòŸ ƒò‡ÑæÄƒëøãƒòŸ ƒòŸéÙîæ  
 

      ƒò¸àƒèÌ ÀïœàÀçøãƒòŸ øÅÃéÙòÚíæ ƒìæéÙòŸ Çøá¬ÑƒëƒëƒòŸ Y ªŸé‰ãæÄÀçæÉæÄæ   
      ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒëˆíƒìƒîÀïœñÿóƒòŸ 
§¬ÑˆíˆíæéÁçæ 26. ÀôŸ ÔâŸÄÀô‚ôŸ ÀôŸé„é„ Àô‡ÑøÅœëæÄæ øãæÄÀô¸òŸ ÇƒëæÄÀô¸òŸ øÅœîÀô‚ôŸ ÔèƒîÀô‚ô€ã¬Ñæ ÇæéÁô¸òŸ Àô¸îæÇæÇøáƒàÀçƒàæ  
 

      Àô‡Ñƒèøáƒò¸ëæ Z º‡Ñøä¬Ñæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæé„éÙèÌêƒëˆíƒìƒîÀïœñÿóƒò‚ôŸ 
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 úæÄƒèƒàƒìæÄøãæ §¬Ñƒìƒì¬Ñƒëˆíæ 
 

A öøãøÅŒÑƒëƒìæ öÀçÀçæÄæ B õÍÑæÄƒìƒëƒàæÇ¬Ñæ õÍÑÀçÀçƒòŸ 
C úæÄƒìøáƒòŸ úæÄƒëÀå¬ÑÀçæ D D¬ÑÀçÀçƒàˆíæ DéÁçæÄøãæÉæ 
E ùƒëƒàæÇæÄæ ùˆíƒìøá¬Ñƒëæ F Fƒë¬ÑæÉæ FƒëæÄÀçæÇƒàˆíæ 
G ûÍÑæéÙëæÜ‡Ñæ ûÍÑæéÙëæÜ¸àæÄæ H üÍÑøã¬ÑÀçæ üÍÑÀçƒëƒòŸ 
I ˜Àåæé„Ü‡ÑÀç¬Ñæ ˜Àç¬ÑÀôŸ J †‡ÑæÄÀçæ †Ÿé‰áÀçæ 
K £æÄƒë¬ÑÀçæ £¬ÑÀçæ L §¬ÑæéÁçæÄƒëæÉæ §ƒàÀçæÉæÄæ 
M ßæÄƒëƒòŸ ßæÄƒëøäæ N ™æÄÀçæÇƒòŸ ™¬Ñƒàøãæ 
O OˆíæÇæÄƒëæ OƒëˆíæéÁçæ P P¬ÑÀçÀçƒòŸ PÄƒîøãæ 
Q ´ƒîƒàÀçæÇƒòŸ ´ƒî¬Ñ¬ÑÀçæ R ¨ƒàƒìæÄæ ¨æéÁçæ 
S ÆËÄƒëæÄøáæ ÆÈáæÄƒñÿçæ T ØÍÑƒëƒëƒòŸ ØÎëæéÙòŸ 
U ±øãƒòÚíˆí¬Ñˆíæ ±ƒèƒìæéÁçæ V VƒàæÇƒìæéÙëæ VÄøãæéÙëƒà¬Ñæ 
W WÄøãƒìæÄƒëæ WƒàøãÀåæÄæ X ¥æÄÀïœà¬Ñƒëæ 
Y ªŸé‰ãæÄÀçæÉæÄæ ªŸéÙîÀçæÜŸ Z ºŸÄæÇøáæ º‡Ñøä¬Ñæ  
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ÆÍÑÀçƒì¬ÑÀçæÇ¬Ñˆíæ úæéÁçƒìæÄƒàÀçƒàÀçæÜŸ Äøãøãæ ƒìøá¬Ñæ §¬Ñƒìƒì¬Ñƒëˆíæ é‰Öæ ƒìøá¬Ñæ öøãƒèøáæÄøÅŒÑƒìæ: PÄÀçæÜ¸ëæÄÀåˆíæ  
 

1. ØÈá¬Ñæ êƒîƒàæÇøäæ øÅœëæéÙñÿçæ øÖæéÁóæ Ôâ¸îÀåƒèÔíæ éÁïŒÑƒëæ Äæ øãæÄÀô¸òŸ Éæé„ÜŸ. 

2. üËéÙñÃ êƒîƒàæÇøäƒòŸ ÉæÄøÖƒìæ Ôâ¸îÀåƒèƒàÀçæÜŸ Àô‡ÑøÅœëæÄˆíæ. 

3. ØÈá¬Ñæ øÖƒàÀïŒÑæ øÅÃéÁóƒàÀçæÜŸ ƒñœàÀôŸÄƒëæÉˆíæ Ôâ¸îÀåƒèÌ êƒîƒàæÇøäøãƒòŸ. 

4. üÍÑæÄæÀïœòŸ øÅÃéÁó¬Ñƒëˆíæ ÔèÓÑƒëøÖæéÙëÀåæ êƒîƒàæÇøäæ ƒñÃÄøãƒìÀô‡Ñˆíæ ÄÀçæÉæ Ôâ¸àæÜÚíæ. 

5. ÆÎàÀóƒìƒòŸ Àô¸àƒèƒèÓÑƒëˆíæ ƒñŒÑƒë¬Ñæ êƒîƒàæÇøäøãƒòŸ ÔèƒàæÇøä¬ÑæÉæ øÖƒëæéÁåæ ƒìøá¬Ñæ ƒñÃéÁïŒÑÀçæ Ôâ¸îƒì¬Ñæ øÅÃÄæÜŸ. 

6. A êƒîæÄƒëƒìæ ÔâŸÄƒëæ é‰Öæ éÙàøãæ ÀåƒàÀó¬ÑæÉæ ƒñœàƒìøáæ Àô¸àÀçæÇæ éÁóƒàæÉ¬Ñæ ÀåæÄøä¬Ñˆíæ Äæ ÀïŒÑƒëƒòŸ øÅœëƒàæÜ€áæƒìæ Çæé‰ãæéÙëæ. 

7. Tøá¬Ñæ ÔâŸé‰ÅÃ ƒë¬Ñæêƒîƒàƒë¬Ñˆíæ ÔèøãƒîæÇøäæ ÄÀçæÉæ Àô‡ÑæÄøãæ øÖƒëæéÁåæ ¬ÑÀïŒÑƒëƒòŸ ƒòŸéÙîÀçæÜŸ ƒñÃÄæÜ‡Ñæ ¬ÑæÄƒëÀç¬Ñƒëæ. 

8. úƒëæÄÀô¸òŸ Fƒë¬ÑæÉ¬ÑƒëƒàæÇæÄæ øÅÃéÙîæÜ€áƒìæ ÀåæÄÀçƒòŸ ÀïŒÑƒëƒòŸ ¬ÑÀóæêƒîƒàˆíƒàƒì¬Ñæ éÙèÌÄøãæ Ôâ‡ÑƒñŒÑøãˆíæ. 

9. ØÈá¬Ñæ ÔèƒîøÅÕãƒàæÇæ ƒñÃÄˆíæ ÄÀåæÄÀô‡ÑæÉæ ƒìæé„ Àïœà¬ÑƒñÃ ƒìøá¬Ñæ êƒîƒàæÇøäÀç¬Ñˆíˆíæ ÄÀçæÉæ É¬ÑÀóƒì¬ÑƒëƒàƒìƒòŸ é‰Öæ ƒìøá¬Ñæ  
   Ôâ¸îæÜŸÜ€ã¬Ñƒëæ. 

10. W¬Ñæ ÔèƒëæéÁåƒèƒìøãƒòŸ Ôâ¸îæÉæÜ‡ÑæÉæ ÄÀçæƒìƒàæêƒî¬Ñæ ƒàÀïÃéÙëƒòŸ øÅœîæÇøäøã¬Ñˆíæ øÖæéÙëæ ƒìøá¬Ñæ Àç¬ÑÀóæƒìæ ÔèƒëƒàÀô‡Ñæ.  
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Beginning Strokes 

DéÙñÿçæÇƒîƒëÀïŒÑæ: Äæ Çæ Éæ ÜŸ é„ êæ  

OÀïŒÑƒëæÇƒîƒëÀïŒÑæ: Àåæ Àçæ ÀïÃ Àóæ ÀôŸ 

±ÀçæÉ¬ÑƒëæÇƒîƒëæÀïŒÑæ: øÅÃ ¬Ñæ øÖæ øáæ i ÔâŸ øäæ øãæ ÔèÌ ƒëæ ˆíæ ƒìæ ƒîæ ƒñÃ ƒòŸ  

Midline Joining Strokes  

øÅÃÄæ øÅŒÑæ øÅœàæ øÅÃé„ øÅœîæ øÅÕãæ øÅœëæ øÅÒíæ øÅœìæ øÅÃÇæ 

é„Äæ éÂÑæ éÙàæ éÙîæ éÙñÃ éÙòŸ é‰ÅÃ é„Çæ é„Éæ é‰Öæ é„ÜŸ é‰áæ éÙâŸ é‰äæ é‰ãæ éÁåæ éÁçæ é„é„ éÙèÌ éÙëæ  
éÛíæ éÙìæ éÁïÃ éÁóæ éÁôŸ 

ƒñÃÄæ ƒñŒÑæ ƒñœàæ ƒñÃé„ ƒñÕáæ ƒñœëæ ƒñÒíæ -ƒñÿçæ 

ÀïÃÄæ ÀïŒÑæ Àïœàæ ÀïÃé„ Àïœîæ ÀïœòŸ  

Below Line Joining Strokes 

ÔâŸÄæ Ôâ‡Ñæ Ôâ¸àæ ÔâŸé„ Ôâ¸îæ  êƒîæ 
ÜŸÄæ Ü‡Ñæ Ü¸àæ ÜŸé„ Ü¸îæ Ü€ãæ Ü¸ëæ ÜÚíæ ÜŸÜŸ Ü€áæ 

ƒòŸÄæ ƒò¸àæ ƒò‡Ñæ ƒòŸé„ ƒò¸îæ ƒòÚíæ ƒò€ãæ ƒò¸ëæ 

ÀôŸÄæ Àô‡Ñæ Àô¸àæ ÀôŸé„ Àô¸îæ Àô¸òŸ Àô‚ôŸ 
 
Every possible midline joining strokes and below-line joining strokes are represented in the words in Shortcut to Cursive.  It is important to teach all beginners 
explicitly and directly all joining strokes. This document was typed with software by Educational Fontware, Inc. www.educationalfontware.com  
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Shortcut	to	Cursive	
Instructional	Words	in	Alphabetical	Order		

232	Words	–	Covering	all	Joining	Strokes	
	
a,	ace,	age,	ax,	axes		
baby,	back,	bad,	bag,	bagged,	ball,	be,	bead,	bed,	bee,	beef,	bell,	big,	bill,	black,	blame,	blue,	book,	box,	boxes,	boys,	brand,	bright,	bud,	but,	buy,	
buzz,	by,	bylaws		
cab,	cad,	caged,	car,	cede,	cherry,	chief,	cloud,	coal,	cob,	could,	cows,	cozy,	crazy,	cry		
dab,	dad,	deaf,	debt,	deck,	deed,	dice	
eagle,	ebb,	egg,	error	
face,	fade,	fan,	fed,	feed,	fib,	fine,	fir,	fire,	firm,	fit,	flags,	fled,	foil,	for,	fox,	foxes,	friend,	from	
gab,	gaff,	garage,	get,	ghost,	giant,	glad,	glass,	glean,	goad,	goal,	grand,	guard		
had,	hail,	ham,	hand,	happen,	hard,	head,	hedge,	heed,	hid,	hide,	hoe,	hole,	hope	hose	
ice,	if,	ill		
jab,	jade,	jag,	jazz,	jig,	job,	joke,	judge		
khaki,	kick,	kid,	knee		
labs,	lace,	lad,	lake,	lamb,	lamp,	lawn,	lazy,	led,	lid,	lilac,	lip,	local,	log,	love		
mad,	made,	mapped,	mass,	mom,	more,		
name,	navy,	nine		
occasion,	ocean,	odd,	of,	off,	oh,	oil,	ok,	old,	on,	opened,	other,	outside		
pal,	pan,	past,	pen,	phone,	pig,	pill,	plane,	potter,	pond,	projector,	push,	put,	putter,	puzzle,		
quack,	quick,	quiet,	quit,		
rag,	ran,	red,	roar,	robe,	rubber	
sad,	sadness,	saw,	science,	ship,	station,	strewn,	suit,	swinging	
tan,	tape,	tasted,	tattle,	tax,	taxes,	toy,	tube,	
unplugged,	up,	use		
valve,	van,	vat,	velvet,	vine,	vinyl,	vote	
walk,	was,	wax,	waxes,	we,	wet,	what,	whole,	win,	woke,	works,	write,		
yawn,	yearly,	yes,	yip,	you,		
zebra,	zoo,	zucchini,	zephyr	
	
The goal was to develop a cursive instruction program that would be short but comprehensive. It is streamlined without sacrificing any midline joining stroke or below-line joining stroke.  On 
1/10/15 Mr. Potter updated the document from 216 to 232 words in an effort to include all the spelling patterns for basic phonics in order that the teacher can combine cursive and phonics instruction 
in each handwriting lesson.  The program has proven very effective with students from kindergarten up. This alphabetical word list was prepared by Donald L. Potter on 5/4/13.  Updated 3/18/15. 
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Shortcut	to	Cursive	
Instructional	Words	in	Alphabetical	(Instructional)	Sequence	

259	Words	–	Covering	all	Possible	Joining	Strokes	and	All	Common	Spelling	Patterns	
	
	

Group 1: abcd (8 words) 
 Lesson 1.  a: a A  
 Lesson 2.  b: b Ab Bab 
 Lesson 3.  c: cab Cab 
 Lesson 4.  d: dab dad bad cad Dac 
Group 2: efg (23 words) 
 Lesson 5.  e: be bee bed cede deed ace ebb Ed 
 Lesson 6.  f: fed feed fade deaf beef face Fab 
 Lesson 7.  g: bag bagged gab age caged gaff egg Gaff 
Group 3: hijk (26 words) 
 Lesson 8.  h: had head heed hedge Hebb 
 Lesson 9.  i: big hid hide if fib ice dice chief fife  Ida 
 Lesson 10. j: jag jig jab jade Jade  
 Lesson 11. k: kid back kick deck kaki Kidd 
Group 4: lmnop (68 words) 
 Lesson 12. l: lad led lid black bell fled ball ill bill glad lake lice lilac hail eagle Lee  
 Lesson 13. m: mad made ham lamb blame Mac 
 Lesson 14. n: name hand fan fine knee glean mine Nan  
 Lesson 15. o: on mom of off ok oh coal goad goal old hole cob job joke odd oil foil hoe book ocean log local Oden 
 Lesson 16. p: pan pen pig pond lamp happen lip pill phone hope mapped plane opened pal Pam 
Group 5: qrs (28 words, 2 names) 
 Lesson 17. q: See Lesson 21 (u)  
 Lesson 18. r: ran brand grand friend car rag red for from hard error roar fire fir firm robe garage more Ronald  
 Lesson 19. s: sad sadness mass hose glass labs flags science occasion ship Sam 
Group 6: tuv (48 words) 
 Lesson 20. t: tan tape past potter other fit bright get giant tasted tattle debt ghost projector station Ted 
 Lesson 21. u: up but rubber putter tube blue outside use bud suit judge guard quick quack quit quiet unplugged  
               could cloud put fur nurse push Uncle Queen 
 Lesson 22. v: vat van love vine valve vote Victor 
Group 7: wxyz (54 words) 
 Lesson 23: w: we wet win walk write cows saw was lawn woke work strewn what swinging whole Walter 
 Lesson 24. x: ax axes tax taxes wax waxes box boxes fox foxes Xavier 
 Lesson 25. y: yawn yes by buy bylaws cry baby navy yearly you yip vinyl boys toy cherry Yolanda 
 Lesson 26. z: jazz zoo zebra lazy crazy buzz puzzle cozy zucchini zephyr Zeke  
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 Introduction to Shortcut to Cursive  
 

By the Author: Donald L. Potter  
 
Work on Shortcut to Cursive was started on April 24, 2013. I designed it to be used to teach cursive in an expeditious and comprehensive manner to 
students new to the Odessa Christian School in Odessa, Texas. I was the Spanish teacher, reading tutor, and cursive handwriting specialist at the 
school. The school is a cursive-only school. All students from kindergarten up are expected to do all their work in cursive. This program has proven 
exceptionally effective in helping students new to the school to master fluent cursive in a matter of a few weeks instruction. I was a public school 
teacher for the Ector County ISD for 21 years, teaching elementary bilingual, secondary Spanish, Amateur Radio (NG5W), and dyslexia. I retired 
from the Christian school on May 31, 2019 to devote my time to tutoring and to promoting the scientific approach to teaching reading, spelling, and 
handwriting.  
 
Special attention was paid to all joining strokes so the program would truly comprehensive. The “Alphabet Letter String” was created so students 
could establish a daily practice of writing the alphabet from a to z. I teach in the following groups or strings of letters: 1. ÄøÅÃÇæÉæ, 2. ¬ÑøÖæÜŸ, 3. øáƒàƒâ€äæ, 4. 
øãÀåÀçæéÙèÌ, 5. êƒëˆíæ, 6. ƒìƒîÀïÃ,  7. ƒñÿóƒò‚ôŸ. Each string is taught by connecting the letters of each string and then adding next string until all seven-strings have 
been mastered. At that time, the students will begin writing the entire alphabet in connected cursive letters every day. This daily practice will 
inevitably lead to high levels of letter writing and identification fluency. Alphabet fluency is the necessary foundation for fluent reading, accurate 
spelling, and high reading comprehension.  
 
On January 10, 2015, I carefully reviewed the words I had chosen to teach all the strokes to see what phonetic elements might be missing. I 
determined which phonics patterns were missing and added words to make sure that every basic spelling pattern was included. This makes the 
program a convenient and effective tool for teaching elementary phonics and spelling: coupling instruction in fluent cursive handwriting with fluent 
word reading. I used the Phonovisual Charts as my phonics standard.  
 
Dr. Bob Rose’s work with alphabet fluency was a primary motivation behind the work. See his book, Forget the Bell Curve, which is available for 
free down from my website. Mr. Randy Nelson of Peterson Directed Handwriting has generously shared his knowledge of motor learning and 
cognitive development, as well as offering encouragement through the project. I especially appreciate the list of joining strokes that Mr. Nelson 
shared with me. This assures that the program is the most comprehensive possible.  
 
Special thanks to all the many tutoring students who have helped me refine this method into a proven shortcut for teaching cursive. The student 
written classwork in cursive is irrefutable evidence of the effectiveness of the program.  
 
Copyright © August 24, 2013 by Donald L. Potter. Last revised August 2, 2017. The “Introduction” was revised on June 19, 2020.  
 

The author hereby grants permission for reduplication and use for non-commercial educational use. 



úƒîƒëˆíƒàÀïŒÑæ üËÄÀçæÉƒñœëƒàƒìƒàÀçæÜŸ 
 

ú¬ÑƒëƒìƒàøÖƒàæÇæÄƒì¬Ñæ é‰Öæ ßæÄˆíƒì¬ÑæƒëƒòŸ 
 
úæéÁçæÜ¸ëæÄƒìƒîøãæÄƒìƒàæéÁçˆíæ ƒìæé„ _____________________________ øÖæéÙëæ 
ˆíƒîæÇæÇ¬ÑˆíˆíøÖƒîøãøãƒòŸ ÇæéÁåƒèøã¬ÑƒìƒàÀçæÜŸ ßƒëæ. DéÁçæÄøãæÉæ L. PéÙìƒì¬Ñƒëæ’ˆíæ ÆÈáæéÙëƒìæÇƒîƒìæ ƒìæé„ 
úƒîƒëˆíƒàÀïŒÑæ üËÄÀçæÉƒñœëƒàƒìƒàÀçæÜŸ Pƒëæé„Ü¸ëæÄÀåæ. ªŸéÙîæ øáæÄÀïŒÑæ É¬ÑÀåæéÁçˆíƒìƒëæÄƒì¬ÑæÉæ ƒìøá¬Ñæ ƒñœëƒàƒìƒàÀçæÜŸ 
ˆíøäƒàøãøãˆíæ Àç¬ÑæÇ¬ÑˆíˆíæÄƒëƒòŸ ƒìæé„ ƒñœëƒàƒì¬Ñæ ¬ÑÀïŒÑƒëƒòŸ øã¬Ñƒìƒì¬Ñƒëæ ƒàÀçæ ƒìøá¬Ñæ ùÀçæÜ€ãƒàˆíøáæ ÄøãƒèøáæÄøÅŒÑƒìæ ÄÀçæÉæ 
¬ÑÀïŒÑƒëƒòŸ ÇæéÁçÀç¬ÑæÇƒìƒàÀçæÜŸ ˆíƒìƒëæé‰ä¬Ñæ ƒàÀçæ ƒìøá¬Ñæ ùÀçæÜ€ãƒàˆíøáæ ÇƒîƒëˆíƒàÀïŒÑæ ñœëƒàƒìƒàÀçæÜŸ ˆíƒòÚíƒì¬ÑÀåæ. 
™æéÙñÃ ƒòŸéÙîæ Äƒë¬Ñæ Ôèƒë¬ÑƒèÌÄƒë¬ÑæÉæ toÉæé„ Äøãøãæ ƒòŸéÙîƒëæ ƒñœëƒàƒìƒàÀçæÜŸ ƒàÀçæ ÇƒîƒëˆíƒàÀïŒÑæ ÄÀçæÉæ 
¬ÑÀóƒèÓÑƒëƒà¬ÑÀçæÇ¬Ñæ ƒìøá¬Ñæ ÄƒñŒÑˆíæéÁå¬Ñæ ¬ÑæÉƒîæÇæÄƒìƒàæéÁçæÄøãæ ÄæÉÀïÃÄÀçƒìæÄæÜ‡Ñˆíæ é‰Öæ ÇæéÁçÀç¬ÑæÇƒì¬ÑæÉæ øã¬Ñƒìƒì¬Ñƒëæ 
øáæÄÀçæÉƒñœëƒàƒìƒàÀçæÜŸ. 
 
ßæÄˆíƒì¬Ñƒëæ üËÄÀçæÉƒñœëƒàƒìƒàÀçæÜŸ ØÍÑæÄæÇøá¬Ñƒëæ _______________________ 
 
ÆËÇøáæé„é‰ãæ: ______________________________________ 
 

DÄƒì¬Ñæ é‰Öæ úæéÁåƒèøã¬ÑƒìƒàæéÁçæ _____________________________ 












